16. Letter to the Observer from Derek Potma on the Provincial Green Act

In 2009 Elmira might have become the home for a Bio-Waste Dump in

town, had it not been for the municipality denying a permit because

along with other things it did not meet zoning bylaws.  This project

that promised to lower residents property values, increase heavy truck

traffic, and violate the nostrils of Elmira residents and visitors had

been averted–in part thanks to bylaws that apply to the property in

question.

As a home owner, its hard to feel good about the fact that now in

2010, rather than talk to my councillor, a few blocks away at the

local council office, about my concerns with a proposal on the next

street over, I have to contact Queen's Park in Toronto?

The fact that the decision about a property less than a kilometre from

town hall can be taken away by the province just plain stinks–never

mind the intended puns.  After all, this “little local issue” is just about

up to 80 trucks per day of various types of decomposing waste and rotting

compost travelling Arthur Street and Church every single day, and a

Bio-Waste Dump the largest of its kind–anywhere!

Of course the time is right for green energy, and its easy to see we

are in the middle of an energy crisis, but that hardly seems a good

reason to attempt to shame residents of Elmira into thinking we should

accept this Bio-Waste dump site and just grin n' bear its promises of

odour and heavy truck traffic in our downtown, simply because the

location in Elmira saves the expense of installing a few high voltage

power lines further outside the town grid.  Is this our only way to be

green?

Ontario's government seems to have decided the only way to be green is

to give big taxpayer money to big projects that promise big on green

energy.  To get more tax money spent faster, and more projects built

sooner, the province's legislation was passed–Green Energy

Act–allowing for the first time ever for these kind of approvals to be

made by the province, not our local councils, regardless of local

bylaws. You might be wondering how are we gonna pay for all these

fast-tracked green energy grants?  Higher and higher electricity bills,

and the coming Ontario H.S.T. of course!

I wonder when the people of Ontario and Elmira will finally have had

enough of paying more in taxes, while having less say on how its

spent?
