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April Nix 

Planning Intern  
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1 Stone Road West 
Guelph ON, N1G 4Y2 

 
 
Re:   Woolwich Bio-EN Facility 

Updated Natural Heritage Assessment- In Support of Renewable Energy 
Approval - FIT-F0MH1Z7 

 
Dear Ms. Nix, 
 
On behalf of Natural Resource Solutions Inc. (NRSI) I am please to submit the following 
updated Natural Heritage Assessment for the proposed Woolwich Bio-EN Facility in 
Elmira, Ontario.  This Natural Heritage Assessment has been updated in accordance 
with comments provided by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, dated February 3, 
2010. 
 
NRSI was retained by Conestoga-Rovers & Associates to complete a Natural Heritage 
Assessment for the proposed Woolwich Bio-En facility in Elmira, Ontario.   The proposed 
facility is a Class 3 Anaerobic Digestion Facility which will encompass approximately 
1.8ha of land.  The subject property is bound to the north, east and south by active 
agricultural lands and to the west by existing industrial development (Figure 1).  
According to the Township of Woolwich Official Plan (2007), the lands are currently 
designated as ‘Industrial Land Use Area.’  The subject property is within privately owned 
lands and does not fall within or near any designated natural areas including Provincial 
Parks, Conservation Areas, the Greenbelt, the Oak Ridge’s Moraine, or the Niagara 
Escarpment Planning Area.    
 
This Natural Heritage Assessment was prepared in accordance with the Ontario 
Environmental Protection Act (Reg. 359/09) and the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources Approval and Permitting Requirements Document for Renewable Energy 
Projects (OMNR 2009).   
 
Records Review 
Background information on the subject property and surrounding area (up to 1km) were 
collected and reviewed from the following sources: 

• Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC 2008);  

• OMNR Guelph District Office (A. Nix pers. comm. 2009); 

• Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) (A. Herreman pers. comm. 2009); 

• GRCA mapping (GRCA 2010); 

• The Region of Waterloo (D. Murray pers. comm. 2010); and  

• The Township of Woolwich (J. Vink pers. comm. 2010).    
 
 A list of all references and persons contacted for information is provided in Appendix I.   



 

 

 
Based on information collected during the records review and review of aerial 
photography it was confirmed that the subject property does not fall within or near (up to 
a distance of 120m) of any of the following: 

• Life Science or Earth Science Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) 
(NHIC 2008; A. Herreman pers. comm. 2009); 

• Provincially Significant Wetlands (GRCA 2010; A. Herreman pers. comm. 2009); 

• Unevaluated wetlands (GRCA 2010; A. Herreman pers. comm. 2009); 

• Valleylands (GRCA 2010; A. Herreman pers. comm. 2009); 

• Significant Wildlife Habitat (OMNR 2000); or 

• Woodlands (GRCA 2010; A. Herreman pers. comm. 2009). 
 
The closest natural feature to the subject lands is a cold water stream and small wetland 
area located approximately 240m northeast of the site (GRCA 2010; A. Herreman pers. 
comm. 2009).   
 
Information on Species at Risk known to occur within the vicinity (up to 10km) of the 
subject property was collected and reviewed from the following sources: 

• NHIC database (NHIC 2008); 

• GRCA (GRCA 2010; A. Herreman pers. comm. 2009); 

• Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Guelph District Office (A. Nix pers. comm. 
2009): 

• Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas summary square 17NJ32 (Cadmen et al. 2007); 

• Ontario Mammal Atlas (Dobbyn 1994); and  

• Ontario Herpetofaunal Summary Atlas (Oldham & Weller 2000).
 
According to the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas (OBBA) one bird Species at Risk, the 
chimney swift (Chaetura pelagica), is known from the 10x10km data square that 
overlaps with the Town of Elmira.  The chimney swift is considered nationally and 
provincially Threatened due to habitat loss and the decline of their primary food source- 
flying insects.  They are found in urban settlements where they nest and roost in 
chimneys and hunt near water where flying insects congregate (OMNR 2000).  Habitat 
for this species does not exist within the subject property. 
 
According to the Ontario Herpetofaunal Summary Atlas, several species of amphibian 
and reptile are known from the Town of Elmira.  No habitat suitable for amphibian 
breeding, foraging, or overwintering was observed within the subject property (OMNR 
2000).  The agricultural fields that characterize the subject property may provide foraging 
habitat for snake species, however there is no complimentary habitats for snakes to 
bask, rest, or overwinter nearby.   
 
According the NHIC database which records rare species locations by 1x1km squares, 
there are no significant species records within 1km of the subject property (NHIC 2008).  
The GRCA and OMNR were also contacted for existing information and indicated that no 
locally or provincially significant species or wildlife habitat are known from the vicinity of 
the subject property (A. Herreman pers. comm. 2009; A. Nix pers. comm. 2009). 
 
The OMNR indicated that should there be any need to clear vegetation or hedgerows for 
the construction of the facility or any related infrastructure, a tree survey for butternut 
(Juglans cinerea) be conducted. 



 

 

 
Site Investigation 
 
Methods 
On December 21, 2009, Jessica Grealey, a Terrestrial and Wetland Biologist from NRSI, 
visited the subject property to characterize the site and confirm the findings of the 
records review.  Jessica arrived at the site at 1300hrs and spent approximately 1 hour at 
the site, leaving at 1350hrs.  Weather conditions recorded at the beginning of the site 
investigation are summarized in Table 1.  During this site investigation the entire 
perimeter of the property was walked and photos of the site were taken.  Additional 
lands up to 120m were also investigated to confirm the findings of the records review.  A 
copy of the original field notes, mapping and photos take is provided in Appendix II. 
 

Table 1.  Weather Conditions During Site Investigation  

Temperature 2°C 

Visibility >5km 

Cloud Cover Clear (0%) 

Wind Speed (Beaufort Wind Scale) 0-1 

Precipitation None 

 
Findings 
The entire subject area was observed to be characterized by agricultural lands planted 
with corn during the 2009 growing season.  The only vegetation consists of a hedgerow 
of scot’s pine (Pinus sylvestris) which extends along the western boundary of the subject 
lands (Figure 1).  This hedgerow was searched for the presence of Species at Risk.  The 
lands within 120m of the subject property were characterized by agricultural fields, 
existing industrial development, and a hedgerow comprised of scot’s pine and white pine 
(Pinus strobus) extending west from the northwest corner of the subject property.  
Overall, the site investigation determined that: 
 

• The findings of the records review were correct- that no significant natural 
features exist within or near (up to 120m) the subject property; 

• No butternut trees (or other Specie at Risk) were present anywhere on the 
subject lands, including the hedgerow along the western boundary of the 
property;  

• No significant wildlife habitat (OMNR 2000) was observed; 

• Besides the hedgerow comprised entirely of scot’s pine, no natural heritage 
features are present within the subject lands. 

 
Evaluation of Significance 
According to the records review no significant natural areas or rare species are known to 
occur within 1km of the subject property.  The site investigation confirmed that there are 
no wetlands, woodlands, valleylands, ANSI’s, or significant wildlife habitat on or within 
120m of the subject property.  
 
Habitat for significant wildlife species known from the Town of Elmira does not occur 
within the subject property.  The entire site is characterized by agricultural fields and no 
naturalized vegetation occurs on the property outside the hedgerow that borders its 
western edge.   
 



 

 

Given that the project will not be located within or adjacent to a nature feature as per 
Sec 38 of the REA regulation, and that no MNR permits or approvals are required, a 
more detailed Environmental Impact Study is not required for the proposed undertaking 
(A. Nix pers. comm. 2010). 
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Appendix I 
Records Review: References and Authorities Consulted 
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Appendix II 
Site Investigation Field Notes and Site Photos 

 
 







 

 

 
Photo 1: Subject Property (taken from northwest corner facing east) 
 

 
Photo 2: Subject Property (taken from northwest corner facing south-south east) 



 

 

 
Photo 3: Hedgerow along western subject property boundary (existing industrial 
development seen in background) 

 
Photo 4: Storage shed and existing industrial development at southern tip of subject 
property (taken from northern boundary of subject property). 



 

 

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES CLEARANCE LETTER 







 

 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES CONCERNING REPORT 

 



  
 

 
From: Woodruff, Stacey  

Sent: Friday, February 26, 2010 4:33 PM 
To: 'Nix, April (MNR)' 

Cc: Earl Brubacher; Filing 
Subject: 46254- Contact information as requested 

Hi April, 

  
The MNR letter should be addressed to:  

  
Chuck Martin  
Woolwich Bio-en Inc 
4 Arthur St. N. 
Elmira On. N3B-3A2 
  
My contact is Earl Brubacher, the Operations Manager, his contact information is provided below: 
  
Phone 519-669-5171 Ext. 240 
Fax 519-669-5982 
Mobile 519-465-7341 
email  earlb@marbro.com 
  
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Stacey Woodruff 
  

_______________________________  
Stacey Woodruff B.A.Sc. 
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates (CRA) 
651 Colby Drive 
Waterloo, ON     N2V 1C2 
  
Phone: 519.884.0510 ext 2237 
Fax: 519.884.0525 
Email: swoodruff@CRAworld.com 
www.CRAworld.com 
Think before you print ���� 
Perform every task the safe way, the right way, every time! 

 
 
  

  
 



From: Woodruff, Stacey
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2010 2:30 PM
To: 'Nix, April (MNR)'
Cc: Filing; Earl Brubacher; 'Fisher, Petra (MEI)'
Subject: 46254- RE: Woolwich Bio-Inc REA Application

Hi April,
 
I would be happy to answer your questions.
 
1. A FiT Contract has not been issued yet, the OPA is projecting that the first large FiT contracts
will be offered in March 2010. An application for FiT has been submitted, the Application number
FIT-F0MH1Z7 was included in the subject line of the assessment.
 
2. A project draft project description report has been developed and is attached for your
reference.
 
3. In order to complete the Application for Renewable Energy Approval (REA), the proponent will
require a letter from the MNR stating that there are no issues. It was not our intention to submit
the report itself in support of the REA, however it is unclear what the MOE requirements will be
since there is no technical guidance available.
 
4. Please give me a call to discuss this item, as I am wondering if you are looking for insight into
the entire process, or the process with respect to the MNR.
 
 
Thanks!
Stacey

_______________________________
Stacey Woodruff B.A.Sc.
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates (CRA)
651 Colby Drive
Waterloo, ON     N2V 1C2
 
Phone: 519.884.0510 ext 2237
Fax: 519.884.0525
Email: swoodruff@CRAworld.com
www.CRAworld.com
Think before you print 
Perform every task the safe way, the right way, every time!













Ministry of Ministère des    
Natural Resources Richesses naturelles 
 
Guelph District Telephone: (519) 826-4955 
1 Stone Road West Facsimile: (519) 826-4929 
Guelph, Ontario 
N1G 4Y2 
 

 

 

 
February 3, 2010 
 
Jessica Grealey 
Natural Resource Solutions  
225 Labrador Dr. 
Waterloo On 
N2k 4M8 
 
Dear Ms. Grealey, 
 
Re:  Woolwich Bio-En Facility  

Natural Heritage Assessment – In Support of Renewab le Energy Approval  
 
Thank you for your recent circulation of the above-noted proposed Natural Heritage Assessment 
in support of a Renewable Energy Approval application, subject to the requirements of the 
Renewable Energy Approvals Regulation 359/09 (REA) under the Environmental Protection Act.  
Staff have reviewed the submitted assessment by applying MNR’s Approval and Permitting 
Requirements Document for Renewable Energy Projects, and offer the following comments for 
your consideration. 
 
It is understood that the above noted study is in support of a proposed Class 3 Anaerobic 
Digestion Facility, located within the Village of Elmira, Township of Woolwich within the Region 
of Waterloo.  The project will encompass roughly 1.8 ha of land and is surrounded by 
agricultural lands and existing industrial development. 
 
Overall the Ministry is in agreement with the Natural Heritage Assessment findings and 
conclusions.  However a number of clarifications are required in order to ensure that the report 
has addressed the requirements of the REA regulation. 
 
Project Summary 
 
The general project summary provided at the beginning of the report also needs to identify that 
the project is on privately owned lands and is not on or in a provincial park or conservation 
reserve. It should also be indicated whether or not the subject lands fall within the Greenbelt, 
Oak Ridges Moraine or Niagara Escarpment Planning Areas.  
 
Records Review 
 
In the submitted records review, it is noted that background information was provided by MNR 
and the Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA). However, no mention of any information 
or contact with the local and upper tier municipalities is noted.  The Table under Section 25(3) of 
the regulation requires that both the local and upper tier municipalities need to be included 
within the records review process.  In addition a list of all persons contacted for information must 
also be included as part of the records review.   
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Further, the records review should explicitly indicate any information identified, whether or not 
the project location falls within or adjacent for each of the following features, along with what 
information was used to make this determination: an Area of Natural Scientific and Interest 
(ANSI) - earth science, or within 50m; an ANSI -life science or within 120m; a wetland or within 
120m; a valleyland or within 120m; wildlife habitat or within 120m; a woodland or within 120m. 
 
The records review report should also identify the comment provided by MNR suggesting that a 
tree survey be conducted for Butternut (Endangered) for the hedgerow on the subject lands 
should there be any need to clear vegetation or hedgerows for the construction of the facility. 
 
Site Investigation 
 
The overall intent of the Site Investigation Report is to determine if the natural heritage records 
review was correct, or if any corrections / additions were required.  If corrections were made, 
these need to be identified.  If no corrections were required this should also be clearly stated. 
 
When conducting the site investigation this should include not only the subject lands, but the 
adjacent lands within 120m of the site. This inclusion of adjacent lands within the investigation 
should also be noted within the report. 
 
The report should identify any additional natural heritage features that were found on site; where 
no additional features were found this should be stated.  Further, a statement should also be 
included identifying that the hedgerow on site was searched for species-at-risk and that none 
were present. The hedgerow should also be identified on the map. 
 
Additional information regarding the site investigation methodology is also required, more 
specifically: the date and times for the beginning and end of the site investigation; the duration 
of investigation; the weather conditions; summary of investigation methods; the name(s) of 
qualified people conducting the investigation, and any field notes should be included as per 
Section 26(3) of the REA regulation. 
 
Evaluation of Significance 
 
The evaluation of significance report should clearly state that based on the records review and 
site investigation that there are no natural heritage features on site to be evaluated for 
significance as there are no wetlands, woodlands, valleylands, ANSIs or wildlife habitat on or 
within 120m of the site.  
 
In addition it should be understood that as part of the REA process the requirement for a 
detailed Environmental Impact Study is determined by the Ministry, and not Conservation 
Authorities (CAs). The requirements of CAs may apply to renewable energy projects subject to 
the regulations and policies of the CA, outside of the REA process. As such it should be noted 
within the report that “given that the project will not be located within or adjacent to a nature 
feature as per Sec 38 of the REA regulation, and that no MNR permits or approvals are required 
a more detailed Environmental Impact Study is not required for the proposed undertaking”. 
 
 
 
 
Once these changes have been completed, Ministry staff would be in a position to produce the required 
letter(s) to support a complete application as per Section 28 of the REA regulation, for the proposed 
energy application to the Ministry of Environment.  If there are any questions or concerns regarding these 
comments, please contact me at (519) 826-4939 or by email at: april.nix@ontario.ca. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by 
 
April Nix 
 
Planning Intern 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Guelph District 
1 Stone Road West 
Guelph, ON, N1G 4Y2 
(519) 826-4939 
 
 



  
 

 
From: Woodruff, Stacey  

Sent: Friday, February 26, 2010 4:33 PM 
To: 'Nix, April (MNR)' 

Cc: Earl Brubacher; Filing 
Subject: 46254- Contact information as requested 

Hi April, 

  
The MNR letter should be addressed to:  

  
Chuck Martin  
Woolwich Bio-en Inc 
4 Arthur St. N. 
Elmira On. N3B-3A2 
  
My contact is Earl Brubacher, the Operations Manager, his contact information is provided below: 
  
Phone 519-669-5171 Ext. 240 
Fax 519-669-5982 
Mobile 519-465-7341 
email  earlb@marbro.com 
  
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
Best regards, 
  
Stacey Woodruff 
  

_______________________________  
Stacey Woodruff B.A.Sc. 
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates (CRA) 
651 Colby Drive 
Waterloo, ON     N2V 1C2 
  
Phone: 519.884.0510 ext 2237 
Fax: 519.884.0525 
Email: swoodruff@CRAworld.com 
www.CRAworld.com 
Think before you print ���� 
Perform every task the safe way, the right way, every time! 

 
 
  

  
 


