Dear Ms Pendergast;


Thank you for your response to my email.  Your letter outlines very clearly the process to be followed and it is most helpful for that. It also makes it clear, I think, that you are unable to intervene directly in this process. If I am wrong, I would urge you to take a stand. In my opinion, this is a very poorly conceptualized project. It should not be permitted to proceed because it will prove to be precisely the sort of project that will give the green movement a bad name at a time when it is urgently important for us all to be doing everything possible to further responsible green action. 


I am proud of our provincial government’s efforts to date on global warming and equally ashamed on those of our federal government. The provincial government has understood that its priority has to be to supply the energy needs of a population that will grow more and more quickly with only modest decreases in entitlement expectations. At the same time it recognizes that we must move away from all forms of combustion energy as quickly as possible, because it knows that we will, as a people, be unable to maintain our social cohesion over the next few decades if we do not take this action. The provincial government has made its energy mantra WWS (wind, water, solar) with an absolutely necessary nuclear strategy as a backup. Hopefully, it will move forward quickly with innovative plans to wean transportation from combustion energy as well.


Biogas is a combustion energy process. While there are no carbon flow studies attached to the proposed application from Bio-en, at least that are available to the public, I think that it is provable that the Bio-en project will release more carbon into the atmosphere for energy generated than energy generated from a comparable amount of fossil fuels. It is, in other words, anything but “green.”  


If it is understood that green means non combustion energy, then the small anaerobic digestion (combustion) projects on farms are not strictly speaking green either, although they do make use of what might be called recycled energy. As such they contribute to the dispersal of the electricity grid, which is a secondary but laudable project of the provincial government (the province again – where, oh where, has our federal government gone?). 


Bio-en is a project of a larger order; the issue of transportation changes the equation dramatically and turns the Bio-en into something that is extremely environmentally unfriendly. It could be shown that this project is made profitable through provincial subsidies. In other words, the provincial government, with the best of intentions, is in the process of shooting itself in the foot. It is probably significant that this is happening in your riding. It is in this regard that I would urge you to speak out.  


The article in the November issue of the Scientific American, “A Path to Sustainable Energy,” pages 58 – 65, outlines these issues clearly in a language that is readily understood.  Towards the end of the article you will find the following quote: “Misguided promotion of alternatives that are less desirable than WWS power, such as farm and production subsidies for biofuels, should . . . be ended, because it delays the deployment of cleaner systems.”

Despite the quote, I would for many reasons argue that the government should continue to subsidize the construction of farm scale bio-gas units and even larger, industrial scale units, provided they are set up immediately adjacent to the source of feeder stock at large urban waste disposal sites.  To transport waste products all over the province at the cost of large amounts of combustion energy in order to make a relatively small amount of more combustion energy seems foolish to say the least.  I am hoping that you will be able to help us and the environment by speaking up about this issue in the general terms that I have outlined.


You may be interested to learn that many of the people who have come together to oppose this issue are among the most informed and actively concerned “green” members of the Elmira community.  We are not a bunch of “not-in-my-backyard” rubes. We would be willing to work with the Bio-en group to find a more satisfactory site for the proposed plant. However, as a matter of scale, I don’t think that it can realistically be built in Elmira. It is in this regard that I think that you as our representative in the legislature can be of great help. Could you begin to moot this among your colleagues? Can a more suitable place be found somewhere in the province next to a large waste disposal unit for an experiment with an industrial sized anaerobic digestion plant?

There is no reason why the principals of Bio-En should be prevented from capitalizing on their initiative in bringing the Austrian experience with biogas to Ontario, but for heaven’s sake, let’s do it thoughtfully, productively, and as a model for the whole world as to how these things should be carried out.


Thank you so much for your engagement with this issue.

Sincerely,

Michael Purves-Smith

From: Pendergast_Leeanna-MPP-CO [mailto:lpendergast.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org] 
Sent: August-31-10 4:04 PM
To: Michael Purves-Smith
Subject: Renewable Energy Approval Process -- Woolwich Bio-En Inc.

Good afternoon Mr. Purves-Smith:

Please find attached to this e-mail a letter from Leeanna Pendergast, MPP for Kitchener-Conestoga in response to your correspondence regarding the Woolwich Bio En Inc. situation in Elmira, Ontario.

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/business/green-energy/docs/fs-bioEnergy.pdf -- This link will take you to the enclosed item mentioned in Leeanna’s letter.

Thank you for taking the time to contact Leeanna’s office on this issue.  We hope that the information contained in Leeanna’s letter is informative.

Regards,
Office of Leeanna Pendergast, MPP
Kitchener-Conestoga
624-1187 Fischer-Hallman Road
Kitchener, ON, N2E 4H9
Tel: 519-571-3276 Fax: 519-571-8660
www.leeannapendergast.com 
No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 9.0.814 / Virus Database: 271.1.1/3105 - Release Date: 08/31/10 14:34:00
