Elmira BIA Traffic Report
7:30 am

Tuesday, Nov. 9th, 2010

7:30 AM

Region of Waterloo counts 

The counts are each a total of 8 hours spread over three periods: 7:30-10:30 am, 10:00-12:00pm and 3:00-6:00 pm

Heavy Truck Count (3 axles or more)

Church and Arthur

Mon. March 10, 2010 

439




8,050


Wed. March 28, 07 

446


Mon. December 4, 06

421

Tue.  April 29, 03

569


Tue. Nov. 28, 00

475
Arthur and Listowel Rd.


Tue.  May 4, 10


816




13,073
Sawmill Rd. and Northfield Dr


Thur. Mar. 26, 09

143




 7,474



King and University, Waterloo




Mon. April 30, 07

145





22,119

Nafzinger and Gerber Rd, Wellesley
164




  2,971

Hergott Rd. at Lobsinger , St. Clements
300




  4,691

Private Count 
Church and Arthur


Mon. Oct. 18, 2010

644 (included school bus sized busses and larger)


3:00 – 6:00 pm
 236

Wallace and Highway 86, Listowel


Fri. Nov. 5, 2010
(included school bus sized busses and larger)



3:00 – 6:00 pm
 191

St. David’s and St. Andrew’s, Fergus


Tue. Nov. 16, 2010
(included school bus sized busses and larger)



3:00 – 6:00 pm     91
The numbers in red are all for heavy trucks the numbers in black represent total counts.

Building Together an Attractive Town Centre
Without Excessive Truck Traffic


Invest your shopping dollars in your own town.
Help us bring what you need (want) to you.
Meet your friends in the village mall.
Cherish your town centre! It’s your home.
Who do you know at the power centre?
Save time! Shop the village mall.
Talk to us.
Shop Green.
Work with us to make Elmira green.
Come in off the highway.
Make your Saturday special.
Ride your bike in Elmira.
Plenty of parking.
New Businesses

City Cafe


Book Store


Maple Sugar museum


Women’s clothing


Children’s clothing


More specialty foods


A biking centre

Cater to Active Seniors and affluent residents
Notes:

1. All the counts used in this synopsis are actual counts. The counts used by Bio-en were estimated counts that are at best very rough. For example, while there are no actual counts available, anecdotal evidence suggests that the percentage of heavy trucks actually goes up very significantly during times of low traffic flow. Due to the circumstances of our immediate region, the heavy truck traffic at Arthur and Church St. remains about the same 24 hours a day with some abatement on the weekends and statutory holidays. These circumstances are not revealed by the traffic estimates used by Bio-en.
2.  This traffic study surveys only heavy truck traffic shown in red. The black numbers are there for comparison only. This is virtually all diesel powered traffic.  It is much the most disruptive, noisy, and unsightly type of vehicle. 
The important figure is the total number of heavy trucks.
3.  With the exception of Arthur St. and Listowel Rd. the figures for the intersection of Arthur St. and Church St. is much the highest shown. The high count at Arthur St. and Listowel Rd. is accounted for by the heavy flow of trucks into the South East Industrial Zone of Elmira and by the number of trucks that must pass through the intersection on the way to points West.  However, a substantial amount of this heavy truck traffic flows on along Arthur St. South through down town Elmira.

4. On Tuesday April 9, 03 the number of heavy trucks passing through Arthur and Church is anomalously high (569). This cannot be accounted for by the change in truck flow caused by any activity associated with Mabro holdings which in the period assessed (2000 – 2010) had no business interest in any of the companies to the north of the town, although both Mr. Martin as a Mabro representative and former councillor Ruby Weber made such a claim. Furthermore, the one business that moved from the North Industrial area to the south end of town, Elmira Truck Services, does not seem to have made an appreciable difference to heavy truck counts since its move in 2008. The most likely explanation for the higher figure is related to residential construction to the West of the intersection.  Furthermore, it does point up the fact that the counts will inevitably fluctuate.
5. The intersection of Sawmill Rd. and Northfield Dr. in Conestoga has the lowest heavy truck count.  It is anticipated that if the proposed gravel pits are permitted to go through this number will increase substantially, although it is not likely to rise to the numbers at Church and Arthur.  It should be born in mind that some of this truck traffic would also pass through Church and Arthur.
6. None of the intersections through some of the other comparable towns in Waterloo Region shows anything like the number of heavy trucks that pass through Church and Arthur.

7. Under private counts, the figure of 644 is revealing. With the exception of school busses, which are nonetheless long and disruptive, all of the vehicles included in the count were large 3 axle agglomerations. The higher number probably reflects the somewhat unpredictable nature of traffic flow and may include some vehicles that would have been counted as small trucks by those who do professional counts.  Nevertheless, the number does reflect the extreme level of traffic disruption now being imposed on the Arthur/Church intersection.
8. The last two counts were done because the regions which include Listowel and Fergus do not separate out heavy trucks in their professional traffic counts.  All three counts were done at exactly the same time of day and criteria for identifying heavy trucks were scrupulously the same for all three counts.

9. The heavy truck problem at Arthur and Church is actually quite dire and made more so by four important circumstances which are probably impossible to change:


a) an unusual mix of vehicle types including Mennonite horse and buggy type transportation and heavy farm vehicles


b) the unusually narrow set- backs at the intersection


c) the unusual angle of the intersection


d) the unusually high percentage of SUV and pick-up type personal vehicles. This is  presumably accounted for by the number of farm families who use the intersection.

10. The figures in black (total traffic for the count periods) show a number of important things:


a) the total traffic through Arthur/Church is not especially dense.


b) the total traffic to and from Elmira is mostly north/south towards Waterloo and Kitchener. This is very bad news for the down town businesses in Elmira. This is also extremely wasteful of energy.  Every effort should be made to direct traffic to the down town of Elmira, which should considerably increase the flow of traffic through Arthur/Church.

C) while the homeowners who have recently located in Elmira can mostly avoid the Arthur/Church intersection, this will not be the case for those who locate in the new subdivision approved for the North West Quadrant of the town. This will surely mean a substantial increase in the traffic at Church/Arthur

11. The section of building together an attractive town centre brings together suggestions that might be implemented to improve the business success of down town Elmira. None of these suggestions would have any chance at all of success so long as the extraordinarily high flow of heavy trucks continues along Church and Arthur Streets.
12. Nowhere in Waterloo region was a similarly high heavy truck count found passing through residential or commercial areas.  That passing through Elmira is not just higher but much higher.  We suspect that we might be able to extend this statement to include Ontario. That is because provisions are normally made to direct heavy truck traffic away from such areas. 

No such provision has been made for the industrial activities located to the north of town.

In general the Elmira Citizens Bio-en response group does not dispute the company’s right to access to public roads.  However, the group adamantly opposes the introduction of new heavy truck traffic into an already severely overtaxed system.  This is especially true since the company will be heavy truck intensive and the company has made it abundantly clear that it intends to expand industrial activity on to land that it now holds adjacent to the proposed site. This will be done in order to sell the heat energy that the plant will generate.  This will surely generate much more heavy truck traffic and traffic in general.  For reasons of traffic alone, it is extremely irresponsible to consider locating the Bio-en power plant as proposed.

