 Critique of the latest Bio-en flyer

Page 2  Safe, Renewable Energy

This is very misleading and leads us to question the commitment of Bio-en to the science of renewable energy. In addition to those cited, there are literally dozens of new renewable energy technologies under development.  These include: biodiesel, geothermal power, tide power, wave power (distinct technologies), geothermal transfer projects, rain power, imitation photosynthesis projects, greenhouse technologies, kite wind power, and many more.

Page 2  Reducing Greenhouse Gasses emitted to the atmosphere.

This is widely claimed, but it is actually very hard to substantiate. Since the whole process is designed to generate as much methane as possible, it is very likely that when the energetics are properly analyzed, industrial anaerobic digestion plants actually increase the amount of green house gasses emitted to the atmosphere over the amount emitted if the organic wastes are simply disposed of in land fill.  Since the technology has value in other ways, it would be better if this claim were simply dropped.


Page 3  What We Are Doing For You

Does this perhaps lead us to think that favours are being extended in return for our tolerance of the project in the proposed location?


Page 3  Air is collected, washed filtered and can be burned with biogas if required.



This is incomprehensible.  What air?


Page 3  There is no significant impact on existing traffic.

The operative words are no and significant.  The B-en CRG argues that, given the extraordinary volume of heavy truck traffic through Elmira already, any new truck traffic is significant.

Page 3  Entire project is designed to focus on high energy inputs to reduce facility size and reduce the volume of inputs needed.

At the last public meeting hosted by Bio-en the public was led to believe that inputs would be drawn from neighbouring farms. Since that time we have no sign that the size of the facility has been changed in any way, so what are we talking about here?

Page 4  20,000 tonne C02 reduction per year
So far as we know the anaerobic digestion process does not contribute to the reduction of carbon dioxide emissions. If anything it increases them – see above. The carbon sinks of the biosphere do not distinguish between “renewable” carbon and “fossil” carbon. In the atmosphere or hydrosphere CO2 is just that, CO2. The Bio-en anaerobic digestion system will release Carbon into the air just as burning fossil fuels does.  In addition, the project as proposed is very wasteful of transportation fuels which greatly increase the carbon footprint of the plant.
